
V.P. of Programs 

Position Purpose:  The program offered at every RCA general meeting is one of the 
most important things we do as a club.  It offers our members intellectual 
conversation, keeps our listeners up-to-date in the field of astronomy, and offers our 
members a chance to be speakers now and then and stay in touch with the skills and 
knowledge of their fellow members.  Since many of our members do not go observing, 
the monthly program offered at the general meeting may be the primary reason they 
are in the club.  Our programs are also a service to the general public, and often are a 
means of attracting new members.  In many ways our monthly program is the “face” of 
the club to the public, and the “heart and soul” of the club for a great many of our 
members. 

Responsibilities: 

1.  Invites any speaker he or she deems appropriate for the interests and knowledge 
level of our membership. Communicates with potential speakers in the name of RCA, 
negotiates the date of the appearance, and arranges transportation and lodging for the 
speaker. 

2.  Negotiates the fee RCA will pay for a speaker if he or she requests one; arranges 
with the Treasurer for the speaker’s payment. 

3.  Arranges someone to meet a speaker at the airport and invites club members to 
have dinner with the speaker, if these activities fit with the arrangements; gets the 
speaker to and from his or her hotel if necessary. 

4.  Publicizes speakers via the RCA website and Facebook; stays in close contact with 
the communications officer for this purpose. 

5.  Takes suggestions for speakers or programs from RCA membership and diligently 
considers any suggestion within reason. 

6.  Introduces the speaker at the general meeting. 

7.  Invites speakers who may support controversial scientific viewpoints, but not to 
promote political positions or candidacy or religious advocacy. 

8.  Sends a thank-you message to the speaker. 


