
V.P. of Observing 

Position Purpose:  Club star parties are the original purpose for RCA, and they are still 
in many ways the rai·son d'ê·tre for the club.  They are the club’s “heart and soul,” so it 
is extremely important that the club continue to offer free or low cost, safe, friendly 
and accessible star parties to its members.   

Star Party Standard Practices: 

1. RCA star parties are for club members, including their families, and their invited 
guests.  For the purposes of safety, RCA reserves the right to close an event to anyone 
not a member.   

2. RCA star parties are open to all club members without regard to race, gender, sexual 
orientation, national origin or disability.   

3. To the extent that a location may be difficult for those with physical limitations, 
RCA will advise club members of the conditions at the location.  It is the member’s 
responsibility to determine if the conditions are potentially harmful to themselves.  If a 
member needs to have a companion for their safety, that companion may attend as a 
guest of the member. 

4. RCA star parties will be publicized through the Forum, which is a member-only 
communication board, and on our website calendar, where it will be clearly stated that 
this event is for members only. 

5. Except for star parties at OMSI’s Camp Hancock, no registration will be required for 
attendance at a star party.  However, when a star party is announced on the member 
Forum, we will ask people to indicate whether they intend to be there. 

6. Except for star parties at OMSI’s Camp Hancock, no charge will be made to RCA 
members for attending the event.  The costs associated with most member-only star 
parties will be borne by the club as a benefit of club membership. 

7. RCA reserves the right to enforce Star Party Etiquette relating to noise, smoking, 
parking, white lights and green laser pointers.  RCA clearly publishes Star Party 
Etiquette on its website. 

8. Children and grandchildren of members are welcome at RCA star parties, but 
anyone under 18 years of age, including student members of RCA, must be 
accompanied by a parent or adult guardian and be under their supervision at all times. 

Responsibilities: 

1. Determine the dates, times and locations of the next year’s star parties by 
September of the previous year; present the proposed star party schedule the Board for 
feedback and finalization. 

2. Gives the star party schedule to the RCA members responsible for publishing the 
annual calendar in time for publication. 



3. Enters the star party dates, times and locations on the RCA website’s calendar, or 
gives them to the person who will do so. 

4. Gives the star party schedule to the person who is creating the one-page pdf 
calendar that will be sent to all members. 

5. Publicizes each event on the member Forum, and asks members to indicate whether 
they intend to attend.   

6. Appoints a volunteer camp host if necessary.  Camp hosts provide information and 
support to new members, enforce star party etiquette, and represent the club to 
potential new members.  The camp host will also call for 9-1-1 support in the case of 
an emergency. 

7. Monitors the weather conditions for the location carefully, and if necessary, cancels 
the event and informs RCA members in enough time for them to change their plans. 

8. Maintains communication with the administration of OMSI, Stub Stewart and Rooster 
Rock state parks and Eugene Walters at the Wapinita Air Strip. 

9. Negotiate the terms of our agreements annually; sends any payments necessary for 
these contracts in a timely manner; signs contracts for these venues if necessary.  

10. Attends as many events as possible as a representative of RCA. 

Camp Hancock Procedures: 

a.  No later than five months before each OMSI Camp Hancock event, negotiate 
the contract for the event with OMSI.   

b. Begin to publicize the event four months in advance.   
c. If the event is not full enough to warrant the commitment to the contract by 

two months in advance of the date, cancel the event. 
d. If a Camp Hancock event is canceled for lack of enough registrants, return 

the registration fees to the members who have paid them.   
e. Once we have met the OMSI required minimum and committed to having the 

event, close off registration at 45 people.  Put anyone who wishes to register 
after we have met the maximum on a waiting list. 

f. Return registration fees to anyone who cancels after the registration 
deadline whose place can be taken by someone who is wait-listed. 

g. Children are charged the same price as adults at Camp Hancock. 
h. The camp host arrives at Camp Hancock by noon of the first night of the 

event.  Members who attend arrive no sooner than 3:00. 
i. The camp host prepares the camp for the event:  red lights in the bathrooms, 

any necessary signage, and a registration form for attendees.  


