
Jim’s Pick for July 2019  -  Apollo 11 Landing Site 
 For fun, observe the Apollo 11 landing site! A 4-inch or larger telescope magnifying 75× or higher will get the job done. 
But the larger the scope and higher the power, the closer you'll be able to pinpoint the landing site and better able to 
visualize the scene.  
  
For July, best time to viewing will be after the 8th (six days past new).  The days on either side of the moon's so-called 
first quarter are the best times to view the moon’s surface.  At first quarter, it is lit by the sun coming from the east. The 
sun is rising along the terminator, which is the dividing line between sunlight and the dark of the lunar night. The last 
quarter moon will be on July 24th, when the landing site will no longer be lit. 
  
Obtain a moon map: 
 
Google Moon https://www.google.com/moon/ Use ‘Apollo’ and ‘Visible’ as guides 
 
NASA: https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/apollo/revisited/index.html#.VTTxRa1VhHz Details of each landing sites 
Go to the ACT-REACT QuickMap site, which features a zoomable lunar map of LRO photos that will practically take you 
down to the lunar surface. Then go to Menu / Overlay / Nomenclature (new) box will bring up the names of craters, 
rilles and many other features.  
 

 
 
Locate the following in order: 

• Mare Tranquillitatis (Sea of Tranquility) 
• Locate Theophilus Crater, Moltke Crater, Delambre Crater 
• Four large craters in a row, Ritter B, Ritter C, Ritter, Sabine 
• Locate Armstrong, Collins and Aldrin Craters  

 
Apollo 11 landed on July 20, 1969, on the relatively smooth and safe terrain of the Sea of Tranquility. For an extra 
challenge, see if you can spot the three craters named for the Apollo 11 astronauts just north of the landing site. 
They range from 2.9 miles (Armstrong) to 1.5 miles (Collins) across. NASA / LRO 
https://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/how-to-see-all-six-apollo-moon-landing-sites/ 
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